A comparative evaluation of the sensitivity of two automated and two manual nucleic acid extraction methods for the detection of norovirus by RT-PCR.
The aim of the study was to compare the sensitivity of a norovirus RT-PCR method using two manual RNA extraction methods (Qiagen and Roche) and two automated RNA extraction methods (Qiagen and Corbett). All four RNA extraction methods gave similar sensitivities although the automated methods, especially the Corbett, required significantly less labour than the manual methods. The automated methods also enabled RNA extraction of approximately two to three times the number of specimens in a given time period compared to manual methods.